since they were originally cut off from the rest of the
division. They extended for about a mile along the road
and about five hundred yards to one side and three hundred
to the other. They were very well dug in, their dug-outs
being almost as good as the Finnish ones, and they had
been living for the previous several weeks on their own
horses and whatever food was dropped to them from
aeroplanes. But they couldn't get any heavy ammunition.
"We just kept at them the whole time/ the colonel saids
*and when at last we figured out that they were running
short of shells we moved up our own artillery and let them
have it. Our infantry finished off what our artillery had
left/
I asked him how many casualties they had inflicted,
and he reckoned about twelve hundred. But that, to him,
was entirely unimportant compared with the material he
had captured. When he talked about that he was like a
small boy who has just been given a lot of toys.
'Look at this howitzer/ he said. It had a great jagged
hole torn through the shield by a Finnish shell. *We
nearly spoiled this one, and that would have been a terrible
pity because it's worth at least a million Finnish marks*
But look, it's perfect/ And to prove it he opened the
breech-block and shut it again and then worked the
elevating and traversing gears, and it was—perfect. *WeVe
got four batteries of these/ he said, "making twelve
howitzers in all/ He added that the Russians had
destroyed the breech-blocks of some of them, though they
could be repaired fairly easily.
We made out way back to the road along that awful
trench. As we went along the road we saw more tanks
and more armoured cars; we saw field-kitchens with piles
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